Selected Online Resources for Immigration Legal Assistance and Advocacy 
1) U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) is the government agency that oversees lawful immigration to the United States. Their website provides much useful information and resource links concerning immigration in the context of assisting those pursuing or already participating in the immigration process. This site is well worth a look – see and can be a useful resource for anyone working with immigration cases. www.uscis.gov 

2) National Immigration Law Center - Its mission is to defend and advance the rights and opportunities of low-income immigrants and their family members. This is an excellent and comprehensive website that addresses many issues confronting working and low income immigrants and their families, their relationship to immigration and law enforcement officials, eligibility for state and federal assistance programs as well as monitoring judicial and legislative activity affecting the rights of immigrants.     www.nilc.org 

3)  (A)
The Immigration Policy Center (IPC) is the research and policy arm of the American Immigration Council. IPC's mission is to shape a rational conversation on immigration and immigrant integration. Through its research and analysis, IPC provides policymakers, the media, and the general public with accurate information about the role of immigrants and immigration policy on U.S. society. IPC reports and materials are widely disseminated and relied upon by press and policy makers.

    (B)

The American Immigration Council exists to promote the prosperity and cultural richness of our diverse nation by: 1)Educating citizens about the enduring contributions of America's immigrants; 2)Standing up for sensible and humane immigration policies that reflect American values; 3)Insisting that our immigration laws be enacted and implemented in a way that honors fundamental constitutional and human rights;  4) Working tirelessly to achieve justice and fairness for immigrants under the law. 

The American Immigration Council believes that the dignity of the individual knows no boundary. Our nation's moral and ethical values must be reflected in the way we welcome immigrants

www.immigrationpolicy.org 

www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org 

(C) 

“GIVING FACTS A FIGHTING CHANCE: ANSWERS TO THE TOUGHEST IMMIGRATION QUESTIONS, IMMIGRATION POLICY CENTER,”   October 2010 – An excellent fact/referral report with citing authority 

www.immigrationpolicy.org/.../giving-facts-fighting-chance-answers..

.
4) Migrant Network Coalition, Lexington, KY - In 2006 the MNC produced a nationally recognized Safety Packet in response to the increasing concern about  raids in order to inform individuals about their rights and provide families with useful tools in preparation for many types of emergencies. This information is available for downloading and distribution with proper acknowledgement for the MNC's work. Click “Emergency Preparedness” at their website for the Safety Packet, (Spanish/English), Family Plan (English), Nuestro Plan Familiar (Spanish) - Some very pragmatic and easy to understand information in these materials, in both English and Spanish, especially for immigrant families fearing consequences from potential future deportation of one or more members.  www.mnclex.net 

5) Know Your Rights When Encountering Law Enforcement – Publication of the American Civil Liberties Union - The ACLU's Know Your Rights booklet provides effective and useful guidance in a user-friendly question and answer format. The booklet addresses what rights you have when you are stopped, questioned, arrested, or searched by federal, state or local law enforcement officers. This booklet is for citizens and non-citizens with extra information for non-citizens in a separate section. This free booklet is available in English, Spanish, French, Arabic, Urdu, and Farsi. Booklets in these languages are available for download at site. 

 www.aclu.org
http://www.aclu.org/national-security/know-your-rights-when-encountering-law-enforcement
6) The Kentucky Conference for Community Justice (KCCJ) is offering an excellent Spanish/English Publication entitled:      Work, U.S.A. & You.  This pragmatic, concise and well presented work is an employment resource guide for immigrants that gives information and resources about legal employment, naturalization, and labor rights in the U.S.A. The booklet is provided FREE of charge, made possible by the support of Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Kentucky, Inc.

PDFs of this combined English / Spanish booklet are available online at the website. Published copies of the booklet are expected to be available in November. To receive via mail, a free, published copy, simply fill out & send the form as provided on the website.

www.kccjky.org 

http://www.kccjky.org/work_usa_you.htm
7) Heartland Alliance National Immigrant Justice Center

Excellent Online Resource:  Some examples of their work include:

 Sept.2010 Report, Isolated in Detention: Limited Access to Legal Counsel in Immigration Detention Facilities Jeopardizes a Fair Day in Court

2011 Copyrighted Information Packet:  Know Your Rights- 
 Information Packet about Detention, Deportation, and Defenses 
Under U.S. Immigration Law

www.immigrantjustice.org 

8) Human Trafficking in Kentucky by Dr. TK Logan, University of Kentucky,

July 2007 – 77 page report, available online in pdf form. For more information about this work please contact Dr. TK Logan at tklogan@email.uky.edu or 859-257-8248 and/or Google Title and Author of Report.
9) Interfaith Immigration
www.interfaithimmigration.org/Cached
You +1'd this publicly. Undo
The Interfaith Immigration Coalition (IIC) is a partnership of faith-based organizations committed to enacting fair and humane immigration reform. This group has been active in a number of immigrant issues including the Dream Sabbath Kit for congregations.
10)  Kentucky Dream Coalition - The Kentucky Dream Coalition is a network of student and immigrant youth led organizations that are working diligently with allies and educator for immigrant and refugee youth rights, access to higher education and empowerment through leadership, networking, community building and esteem building programs.
 http://kentuckydreamcoalition.tumblr.com 


11) The Executive Office of Immigration Review Virtual Law Library
This site serves as a complement to the Law Library and Immigration Research Center (LLIRC) located within the headquarters complex of the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR). Note on the Navigation Bar a number of resources for attorneys including the BIA Practice Manual and Immigration Judge Bench Book, including within the latter a lengthy presentation of the Fundamentals of Immigration Law by an immigration law judge. 

http://www.justice.gov/eoir/vll/libindex.html   

12) Kentucky Domestic Violence Association Immigrant and Refugee Women Project
The Kentucky Domestic Violence Association Board of Directors has elected to create a collective account with Pacific Interpreters to provide ALL KDVA member programs with telephone interpretation services. This means that any person calling ANY member agency is ensured to receive services in her native language
http://www.kdva.org/projects/immigrantandrefugeewomenproject.html 
13) Kentucky Labor Cabinet, Dept. of Workplace Standards       
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The Department of Workplace Standards has the statutory authority and oversight to carry out the administrative duties of the Divisions of Employment Standards, Apprenticeship and Mediation, Workers’ Compensation Funds, Labor-Management Relations and Mediation, and the Occupational Safety and Health Program.  A bilingual Outreach Program Coordinator (English-Spanish) is available to assist Spanish Speaking clientele.
This Department of Workplace Standards has the responsibility of enforcing the statutes established in Chapters 207, 336, 337, 338, 339, 342, and 345 of the Kentucky Revised Statutes. 
www.labor.ky.gov  
14)   The Kentucky Human Rights Commission; It Mission under the        Kentucky Civil Rights Act:
"To safeguard all individuals within the state from discrimination because of familial status, race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age 40 and over, or because of the person's status as a qualified individual with a disability as defined in KRS 344.010 and KRS 344.030; Thereby to protect their interest in personal dignity and freedom from humiliation, to make available to the state their full productive capacities, to secure the state against domestic strife and unrest which would menace its democratic institutions, to preserve the public safety, health, and general welfare, and to further the interest, rights, and privileges of individuals within the state." 

kchr.ky.gov/
15)
American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)
The American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) is the national association of over 11,000 attorneys and law professors who practice and teach immigration law. AILA Member attorneys represent U.S. families seeking permanent residence for close family members, as well as U.S. businesses seeking talent from the global marketplace. AILA Members also represent foreign students, entertainers, athletes, and asylum seekers, often on a pro bono basis. Founded in 1946, AILA is a nonpartisan, not-for-profit organization that provides continuing legal education, information, professional services, and expertise through its 36 chapters and over 50 national committees. 

The AILA website includes a lot of information including a “Find a Lawyer” Service. AILA is the only legal association in the United States for immigration attorneys.
http://www.aila.org 
Additional Resources online:
a) Overview of Immigrant Eligibility for Federal Programs – Product of National Immigration Law Center- In Table format:  
 This table provides an overview of immigrant eligibility for the major federal public assistance programs. Some states provide assistance to immigrants who are not eligible for federally funded services. (TABLE UPDATED OCT. ’10)
 EXCERPT FROM Guide to Immigrant Eligibility for Federal Programs 
© 2002 National Immigration Law Center – 4th ed. Reprinted with permission. IMMIGRANT ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL PROGRAMS 
To order copies: NILC Publications (213) 639-3900 x. 6, or visit www.nilc.org.  
b) Reason magazine, October 2008 Issue
What Part of Legal Immigration Don’t You Understand? Mike Flynn and Shikha Dalmia Illustrated by Terry Colon
A  Flow Chart in illustrated form with twists and turns, created in part in response to Opponents of illegal immigration who are fond of telling foreigners to “get in line” before coming to work in America. But what does that line actually look like and how many years (or decades) does it take to get through? Try it yourself!
http://reason.com/issues/october-2008 
c) Know Your Rights/Conozca sus Derechos - A Manual for Immigrants, Refugees, Migrants, and Undocumented Individuals.
·  (In English and Spanish) 

· (Disclaimer in part reads: This Manual gives general information and is not a substitute for specific legal advice.)
· This copyrighted resource is being revised at present by the Advocacy Committee of the Hispanic Latino Coalition of Louisville and updated with materials provided by Heartland Alliance’s National Immigrant Justice Center.

· This resource is presently in the final stage of revision; when finalized for public accessibility, will be posted on the Hispanic Latino Coalition (HLC) Website:

· www.hlcoflouisville.org
· This resource, although geared in parts to some local resources within the Louisville Metro Service Area, nevertheless presents all service providers to immigrants in Kentucky a common wealth of information and resource contacts.  At times using a selected question and answer format covering  many of the common legal and legal related problems confronting immigrants, this resource is a virtual must read for such service providers.  It is written in straightforward language, in both English and Spanish and can be utilized as a resource online by anyone who reads either language.

· This is a great foundational resource and handy reference guide to study and revisit.
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