Rev. Bimen Limbong, was born in a remote village of North Sumatra, Indonesia. He was raised in the most predominantly Muslim country in the world. His father was a lay minister, who started his own congregation and served that congregation until he passed away in 1995. Raised in a big family of five brothers and three sisters, Bimen attended the Batak Christian Protestant Church’s Seminary (STT-HKBP) in Pematangsiantar, Nortern Sumatra. The Batak Christian Protestant Church (HKBP) is the largest Lutheran Church in Southeast Asia. After graduating from seminary in 1995, Rev. Limbong was invited to St. Mark Lutheran Church in Anchorage Alaska as an exchange visit after the visit of one of their church members to the seminary. He stayed in that church for two years and served as a vicar. In 1997 he moved to Minnesota to attend Luther Seminary where he received his Doctorate in Ministry. In 2001 he married his junior high sweetheart, Berliana Tambunan. The following year (2002), he was ordained to become an ELCA pastor and was called back to serve in Alaska. He served there for another six years. In 2008 he received a call from Christ Lutheran Church in Louisville, Kentucky as associate Pastor. He and his wife have three children, Hannah (7), Samuel (5) and Petra (4). On June 14, 2011, Bimen was sworn in as a US citizen. 

