2012 Care for Creation 40-Day Prayer Initiative

The Care for Creation unit of the Kentucky Council of Churches has received permission from the Lindquist Environmental Appalachian Fellowship (www.tnleaf.org) to offer 40 days of prayers that LEAF collected in Tennessee. LEAF is “a Christian fellowship of Tennesseans whose faith leads them to take action for Tennessee’s environment.” We are inspired by the diversity represented by the prayers’ authors and by the commonality we share with Tennesseans concerning mountains, streams and mining. The prayers are not, of course, a substitute for the unanimous voice of the Council expressed in our policy statement “Caring For God’s Earth” available at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements/view-policy-statements/ 

LEAF posted one prayer daily starting on December 2, 2011. We are re-posting them once a week, for a period that overlaps with much of Kentucky’s legislative season when our elected officials will consider a number of care for creation matters. The prayers sometimes refer to Tennessee or to specific days of the liturgical year, so when we pray we can make the adaptations we need to make. May God use this sharing of prayers to deepen our faith and our commitment to care for God’s creation!

Day 8 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Jacob Stock, founder of Castle Ministries, Strawberry Plains, Tennessee, (www.castleministries.org) invites us to share in this prayer for creation…

Lord Jesus,

It is with a grateful heart that we pray in thanks and in supplication for the many physical joys of this planet.  Every time I taste nourishing food or marvel at structures of wood and stone, or taste pure clean water I am thankful unto you for the provision of so many varied gifts you have placed in man's hand. May we never forget where they come from or how to use them.

Furthermore, I must give thanks for the great joys I find in the smell of the fall leaves, the beauty of flowers, the majesty of large trees, and the thrill of riding on water.  In so many ways I enjoy the "great outdoors" as a sort of adult playground.  In so many ways I live in the garden you made.  I know that it is not as perfect as it was originally, but as you have given it to us, it is my prayer that we would take care of it as we would any good gift from our earthly fathers.  We have so much convenience in our time that we have often thrown out the hard work of cleaning and keeping our garden.  May we love our neighbors who are yet to come into this garden by keeping it safe and functional as it was given to us.

Lord, we need your help to be reminded and to be wise about all that we do.  May your name be great in all the land because of the way we act and because of our care for our neighbors!
Amen.   

Day 9 of the 40 Days of Prayer
 
Today, Julian and Melanie Reese and members of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

Lord God of the Universe, we thank you for the beauty of your creation.  We thank you for the wonders of the world.  We pause now to consider how grateful we are for the water we drink and the air we breathe.  Thank you for the glorious places we have viewed and those we can only imagine - the lakes and mountains, the deserts and the depths of the oceans.  Thank you for the good gifts of food that grow from the earth.  Our very lives are dependent on this good land. The tiny, unfurling of a bud and the majesty of autumn color are only a small portion of Your gifts to us which display the amazing lavishness of Your love to us, your children.

Please forgive us for ignoring the beauty all around us.  We repent of our carelessness in spoiling that beauty, and the greed which causes us to damage the earth and harm our neighbors.  We have not loved those who need the sustenance of the land the most.  We have taken the largest portion for ourselves and criticized the weak among ourselves.  We have polluted the water of the poor and neglected to feed those who need food. Forgive us for unsustainable practices that have caused untold harm to the world and its global poor.

Heal our world, Lord Jesus Christ.  We desire to live in harmony with our surroundings.  As we are satisfied in You, please help us to be satisfied with what we really need to live simple lives.  Keep us from materialism, from greed, and from a haste that leads to a consumptive lifestyle.  Help us to move lightly through this world even as we anticipate a future life with you.  Let our legacy be the building up of people and good ideas and a sustainable planet full of all the animals and plants and rich resources.  We rely on your Holy Spirit to enable us to be agents of good and to rebuke us when we go astray in our arrogance.

Let us be a people who declare joyfully and work to make this amazing world beautiful, “From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised.” (Ps. 113:3)
In the name of Christ, Amen.

Day 10 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Rev. Randy Hammer and members of the United Church, Oak Ridge, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

O God, Spirit of Life, whose divine presence hallows all creation, leaving the mark of divinity upon all things visible: Grant that we might have such reverence of life that we look upon every aspect of creation with respect and that we might treat each creature and every living thing of the earth with compassion.  As co-creators with you, may we be led in ways so that we can help protect your marvelous creation, as well as create a better, more perfect, more balanced world.  
Amen.

Day 11 of the 40 Days of Prayer
 
Today, Steve Sharp and members of The King’s Academy, Sweetwater, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

[In keeping with the origin of the word ecology: oikos and logos, “the study of the house/household”]

Lord, I hope you’ll forgive us for not taking better care of your “house.” You’ve let us be your houseguests and we’ve sure messed it up. We have partied hard, as they say. We’ve been pretty selfish with all the cool stuff you’ve left here for us to enjoy: all the neat food and places to play. We don’t seem to appreciate it and we sure don’t seem to share very well with each other. Maybe we keep thinking you won’t check on us for a while. Some of us seem to think you’re coming back pretty soon and so we might as well use everything up now since we may not be able to when you get back. Boy, is that dumb. It seems like we really don’t care what you’re going to think when you come back. Don’t be too hard on us. We’re pretty slow to get it.

Sometimes we think we’re doing good things with all the stuff you left for us. And, you know, sometimes we do come up with some pretty cool things. That penicillin stuff sure has come in pretty handy. I’m not so sure about this computer and internet stuff. We’ll see. It sure has changed things a lot. Anyway, sometimes we use what you left for us to help make other people’s lives better. And that’s pretty cool. But it seems like much of the time we sure have been selfish, always wanting more stuff, even hoarding things. If more of us could just enjoy what you’ve left here for us, we might just be a lot better off (Actually, I’m sure we would be a lot better off.)

No one ever painted a prettier sunset than you. And the plants and animals you put here! What a great garden (and zoo)! None better anywhere. And the rivers and the mountains! Whoa! You must really care about us (a lot). I’m pretty fond of rivers, you know. I love to wade them, swim in them, float them in a canoe (now that was a cool thing somebody came up with).  We’ve really messed up the rivers, though. I don’t know what we’re going to do about water someday if we don’t straighten up.  And now, Lord, we’re getting so greedy, we’re going after the mountains. It’s almost like we’re tearing down the walls of your house. I bet that’s not going to make you very happy. Lord, help us act like we’ve got some sense before there’s no house left. Anyway, thanks for everything. It really is a pretty cool house. Thanks for letting us stay here for a while. 
Amen.

Day 12 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Joe Johnston and members of the Tuesday Night Prayer Group, Nashville, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation….

Father, our Creator,
You’ve given us a beautiful life, and we thank you… not for one thing or another, but for our whole lives, every breath, every moment. We thank you for today, one more day to walk in your care on your beautiful earth. We know that all creation is sacred and perfect, here to serve and praise you. And so we pray that every action we take will be in accordance with your Holy plan, subject to your loving dominion. In our work, our play, our thoughts, words, actions, and meditations, we ask for strength to do your will. We pray that all people everywhere will have a clear vision to see your gifts, to long for your kingdom, and to know the joy of serving you.  
Amen.

Day 13 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Shelby Ward (Youth Minister) and members of Word of Faith Christian Center, Knoxville, TN, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…
Dear Lord—

We humbly come before You and pray in Jesus’ name. Please help us honor and protect Your creation. “The earth and everything in it, the world and its inhabitants” belong to You (Psalm 24: 1).

Please protect the mountains of Appalachia and the mountains of the Earth. Please forgive us for being complacent and for causing harm. “The heavens declare [Your glory], and the sky proclaims the work of [Your hands]. Day after day they pour out speech; night after night they communicate knowledge” (Psalm 19: 1-2).

Lord, help us listen to what you have for us to hear. Guide us with the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

Day 14 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Greg Baird and members of Old North Abbey, Knoxville, TN, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

God, thank you for the Appalachian Mountains. They're incredible. Thank you. Hallowed be your name.

Father, Tennessee has seen only a little mountain top removal mining, and we thank you for that. But let us always remember that state lines are the creation of man, and that we're all downstream, and we're all downwind.

Oh Lord, we're sorry for our negligence. We're sorry we've created and nurtured a society that thinks having the luxury of being able to burn a lightbulb through the night is more important than preserving some of the most ancient mountains and ecosystems in the world. We're sorry for where we've placed our priorities. You create, and we destroy. Please forgive us our trespasses. Please hear our apology and help us, as the stewards of Your creation, to become humble enough to simply consider repentance. Please see and be pleased by those who are struggling to keep these places intact. Please reward their efforts. Please give them endurance, because it is an uphill battle.

Specifically, we pray for the coal companies. Do not lead them into temptation. Please let them understand that Your handiwork is far more important, permanent, and life giving than their bank accounts. We pray for all the miners. Please let them understand their part in what's going on. We know they feel their security is in keeping their jobs. Whatever it takes to help them understand, Lord, we ask you give it to them. Please keep them safe.

Father, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Amen.

