2012 Care for Creation 40-Day Prayer Initiative

The Care for Creation unit of the Kentucky Council of Churches has received permission from the Lindquist Environmental Appalachian Fellowship (www.tnleaf.org) to offer 40 days of prayers that LEAF collected in Tennessee. LEAF is “a Christian fellowship of Tennesseans whose faith leads them to take action for Tennessee’s environment.” We are inspired by the diversity represented by the prayers’ authors and by the commonality we share with Tennesseans concerning mountains, streams and mining. The prayers are not, of course, a substitute for the unanimous voice of the Council expressed in our policy statement “Caring For God’s Earth” available at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements/view-policy-statements/
LEAF posted one prayer daily starting on December 2, 2011. We are re-posting them once a week, for a period that overlaps with much of Kentucky’s legislative season when our elected officials will consider a number of care for creation matters. The prayers sometimes refer to Tennessee or to specific days of the liturgical year, so when we pray we can make the adaptations we need to make. May God use this sharing of prayers to deepen our faith and our commitment to care for God’s creation!

Day 36 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Jonathan Merritt, founder of the Southern Baptist Environment & Climate Initiative and author of Green Like God,  (www.jonathanmerritt.com) invites us to share this prayer for creation...
Heavenly Father,

We pause to thank you for all the good gifts we too often take for granted. Thank you for the sun that warms our land, the wind that cools our faces, and the rain that waters our soil. Great is your faithfulness; your mercies are new each morning.

Father, we thank you for being, not only a good and gracious God, but a God who is not silent. You have spoken to us through your Word and your Son, and we ask you to help us to submit to all you require. Lord, we recognize the importance of confession and we lay our sins before you today. We ask forgiveness for the injustices we perpetuate, for our neighbors we fail to love, for the times we treat you like a Sunday commodity, for the greed and hatred and bitterness we let linger in our hearts. We ask forgiveness for the way we've disobeyed your commands to care for the world you called "good" and the way we've forgotten those you asked us to look after--the "least of these."

Creator-God, we ask today that you would give us the mind of Christ and let all we do bring glory to Him. May you go before us to lead us, be behind us to guide us, be around us to protect us, be above us to watch over us, and be within us to fill us with the power of your Holy Spirit.

In the name of Jesus Christ,

the resurrected Lord,

the One who makes "all things new,"

we pray,

Amen.
Day 37 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Ben Lowe and members of the Evangelical Environmental Network (www.creationcare.org) invite us to share this prayer for creation...
Almighty and ever-loving God

LORD of all that was, that is, and that is to come

The praise of all creation, both human and non-human, belongs to you

For you come before all things, you create all things, you give all things life, and you reconcile all things back to yourself through the cross

In this moment we repent from the ways in which our lifestyles unjustly damage your creation and hurt your people

We pray particularly for the one in six babies born in America today with unsafe levels of mercury in their blood.

Jesus, you showed such love and attention to little children during your life on earth

Please be with them now in their suffering and protect them from harm

We pray for a day when such mercury poisoning and other toxic pollution from our burning of coal for electricity will cease

We pray for courage and favor to fight faithfully for laws that uphold the sanctity of life; that reduce such pollution and protect the unborn from mercury poisoning

And in this way we pray that your kingdom will continue to come here on earth as it is in heaven

LORD, in your mercy, hear our prayer. In Jesus name we pray,

Amen.
Day 38 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, members of St. James Episcopal Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...
Teach us, O Lord, to listen to the Earth, our mother.

Grant us the wisdom and will to preserve all your creation, restoring to wholeness everywhere that we have carelessly left our mark.

Especially, Lord, we pray for the Appalachian mountains. Guide us in your will to defend their sanctity. For just as Abraham, Moses, Elijah and all your saints and prophets met you on the holiness of the mountaintop, we do also name our mountains “holy,” claiming our right to defend them from all who seek their harm and destruction.

And yet, we pray also for those people, that they may find meaningful employment without destroying your creation
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Amen.

Day 39 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Rev. Amanda Bell Madson and members of Sand Branch United Methodist Church, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...
Almighty and Wonderful Creator,

You are here, sitting beneath all the beauty of summer green.

Only in the clearing from frost and cold can we see and believe it.

You are present, deeply rooted and thriving in the coming winter chill.

Only as we look out upon your creation can we behold You in the evergreen.

You are here, filling all creation with life even as the colors of fall disappear into earth.

Only then do we realize your creative power, as we dig our hands into the damp, darkness to discover creatures doing Your handywork.

You give us PEACE, and the bear and the groundhog hibernate.

Only when we relax into your arms can we rest and settle into creation.

Help us to find you there. 

Amen.
Day 40 of the 40 Days of Prayer
On this, the final day of LEAF’s 40 Days of Prayer for the Mountains, we wish to express our deep appreciation to all the pastors and communities of faith that contributed prayers and offered their support in numerous ways. 
Rev. Charles Maynard, District Superintendent of the Maryville District, Holston Conference of the United Methodist Church, Maryville, Tennessee, invites us to share in this final prayer for creation...
O Creator of Mountain and Valley


Field and Forest



Desert and Sea;

We celebrate the beauty and wonder of Your creation. Slow us, O Lord, that we may experience and enjoy Your work in its fullest at a speed slower than our own hectic, everyday lives.

Gracious God, we are thankful for the generations who have shared breathtaking moments in Tennessee’s mountains as they have viewed
Brilliant Sunrises,


Panoramic Vistas,



Blooming Wildflowers,




Dragonfly and Deer,






Starlight and Firefly.

We are grateful, O Lord, for laughter


at picnic areas, trails, parks, and overlooks as families large and small enjoy majestic mountain wonders.

O God of the Ages, help us remember Your hand in creating these magnificent mountains, plateaus, valleys, ridges, and rivers of this our state.

With these memories help us renew our own commitment to You so future generations—our children, and grandchildren and their grandchildren—may find Tennessee’s mountains a source of renewal and revitalization.

God of all creation, bless us this day with Memory—Resolution—and Hope in this special corner of Your creation.
In Your Holy name, we pray.

Amen.
