2012 Care for Creation 40-Day Prayer Initiative

The Care for Creation unit of the Kentucky Council of Churches has received permission from the Lindquist Environmental Appalachian Fellowship (www.tnleaf.org) to offer 40 days of prayers that LEAF collected in Tennessee. LEAF is “a Christian fellowship of Tennesseans whose faith leads them to take action for Tennessee’s environment.” We are inspired by the diversity represented by the prayers’ authors and by the commonality we share with Tennesseans concerning mountains, streams and mining. The prayers are not, of course, a substitute for the unanimous voice of the Council expressed in our policy statement “Caring For God’s Earth” available at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements/view-policy-statements/ 

LEAF posted one prayer daily starting on December 2, 2011. We are re-posting them once a week, for a period that overlaps with much of Kentucky’s legislative season when our elected officials will consider a number of care for creation matters. The prayers sometimes refer to Tennessee or to specific days of the liturgical year, so when we pray we can make the adaptations we need to make. May God use this sharing of prayers to deepen our faith and our commitment to care for God’s creation!


40 Days of Prayer  - Day 22


Today, Paul Laudeman and members of West Knoxville Friends Meeting (Quakers), Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation….

When looking on God’s creation I feel the Light shine in me.  I am led by the Spirit and my love of all humans and all creatures to pray for the healing of the world. 

I am not ashamed of God’s creation, not any part of it, from the smallest mote to the vastest mountain --- all renew my faith.  More, I am led to do good works to heal our environment so that it is healthier when I leave than when I came into the world. 

I pray that others will do their part, no matter how great or how small, to heal themselves and others by loving this creation so that it may be loved by and support all of the generations to come. 

World with out end,

Amen. 


40 Days of Prayer – Day 23

Today, Kory Wells and members of several churches and prayers groups in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

Divine Creator, we thank you for all the mountain represents – faith, struggle, natural resources, and this beautiful earth. Forgive us when we fail to look for how we are all connected, how our thoughtless consumption of resources hurts our neighbors on the other side of the state or nation or world. No matter where we live, help us to think about the mountain, talk about the mountain, and do all we can to protect the mountain and its sacred gifts to our world.

Amen.
  

40 Days of Prayer – Day 24
 
On this blessed Christmas Day, Rev. John Gill and members of Church of the Savior, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation….

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined...
for unto us, a child is born!                     Isaiah 9:2,6

Creator of the rippling streams, majestic peaks and peaceful home-places that still remain in the mountains all around us, on this sacred day we give You thanks that even now, the dawn from on high is breaking upon us, guiding our feet into the way of Your deep peace.

Although we cannot see it, and may not feel it, on Christmas morning we hear the good news of great joy that Your light has dawned in our world and nothing can overcome it. From the tops of the Great Smoky Mountains to the banks of the Mississippi River, dawn is breaking!

From the barren flatlands that used to be mountains to the lush green hollows that still survive, dawn is breaking!

From places of prayer all across our state to the legislative halls of Nashville, dawn is breaking, and nothing can ultimately stop it because You, O Creator, have come to us in the birth of a child who shows us the path to peace, not only for ourselves, but for all creation.

Shine Your light, we pray, into every heart! Give us the courage and wisdom we need to protect the rippling streams, majestic peaks and peaceful home-places that still remain.
Amen.


40 Days of Prayer – Day 25
 
 Today, Dr. Matthew Sleeth, Executive Director of Blessed Earth invites us to share this prayer for creation…
   
Dear Lord, forgive us for the great harm we have done to your rolling hills and majestic mountains. 
 
Give us eyes to see and ears to hear all of creation groaning when we lay the mountains low. Teach us to be instruments of peace, healing the mountains you asked us to tend and protect. 
 
Help each of us show our love for you and our neighbors by caring for the beautiful creation you placed in our care.  
Amen.



40 Days of Prayer – Day 26

Today, fifteen-year-old Will McLean Johnston and members of the Tuesday Night Prayer Group, Nashville, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation… 

God,

You've given us more than we need. You've given us more than we deserve, although you say we deserve it. It is clear some of  us have no respect, no gratefulness, no understanding, no internal ability to see all the gifts you have given us and to thank you, God,

Turn these people around, Lord. Turn their hearts in a direction that will save the world you've given us. You are the maker and they are the clay. Remold their hearts to respect and thank you and your world you so wonderfully made for us.

We love you. In Jesus’ name,

Amen.


40 Days of Prayer – Day 27
 
Today, members of the Green Interfaith Network from upper East Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…
 
O Most Holy, we are truly blessed to enjoy the mountains of our region. They are an important part of our history and our culture, and an icon of Tennessee. Our mountain treasures have been recognized by the National Park system and National Forest Service, enjoyed by hikers and nature enthusiasts from around the world, and served as an inspiration for countless artists, songwriters, and spiritual leaders.
 
Help us to find strength in each other as we confront those who wish to forever change the landscape that we have come to love and enjoy. Help us to persist in making our voices heard. Please unite us in accomplishing this very important task. Bring us together to speak in ways that are clearly understood and that will positively affect those who can safeguard our precious mountains from blasting, now and into the future. Help us to stand firm to protect our natural heritage: the creeks, streams, forests, slopes, and wildlife that define our region and refresh our spirits.
 
Help us, especially, to stand together and provide support for those who are most likely to be affected by changes in air and water quality if our mountains become re-shaped piles of rubble. We know that broken rock reduces streamflow because it allows water to permeate deeply. Although the shape of the surface may be restored according to a permit, we understand that the natural systems that were in place at the surface can never be re-established. Water passing through the broken rock delivers materials downslope that were not exposed before the disruption. Help us to prevent that desecration of the Earth and the resulting delivery of toxic materials into the air, streams, and valleys below.
 
We also understand that we must work together to create and maintain a high quality of life for all inhabitants of this region, now and into the future. We seek your help and guidance as we strive to resolve our differences, and find ways to be more conscientious about our uses of energy so that our actions today do not jeopardize a healthy environment for all who follow. Teach us to be good stewards of the Earth and help us to be mindful of the needs of others as we make decisions each day. We can do this, with your help.

Amen.


40 Days of Prayer – Day 28

Today, Suzanne Freeman and members of Concord United Methodist Church, Farragut, Tennessee, invite us to share in this prayer for creation…

Gracious God of Creation,

Allow me to appreciate, to protect, and to sustain the beautiful mountains, valleys and all places of your creation. Please allow me the energy to work and preserve these wonders for my children and the generations that follow. I would hope that I am able to recognize those working in partnership with the care of this wonderful gift and to join in their efforts. Thank you for the wonderful gift of your creation and allowing me the pleasure of experiencing it.

In your service,

Amen.

