2012 Care for Creation 40-Day Prayer Initiative

The Care for Creation unit of the Kentucky Council of Churches has received permission from the Lindquist Environmental Appalachian Fellowship (www.tnleaf.org) to offer 40 days of prayers that LEAF collected in Tennessee. LEAF is “a Christian fellowship of Tennesseans whose faith leads them to take action for Tennessee’s environment.” We are inspired by the diversity represented by the prayers’ authors and by the commonality we share with Tennesseans concerning mountains, streams and mining. The prayers are not, of course, a substitute for the unanimous voice of the Council expressed in our policy statement “Caring For God’s Earth” available at http://www.kycouncilofchurches.org/council-statements/view-policy-statements/ 

LEAF posted one prayer daily starting on December 2, 2011. We are re-posting them once a week, for a period that overlaps with much of Kentucky’s legislative season when our elected officials will consider a number of care for creation matters. The prayers sometimes refer to Tennessee or to specific days of the liturgical year, so when we pray we can make the adaptations we need to make. May God use this sharing of prayers to deepen our faith and our commitment to care for God’s creation!

Day 1 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Jeff Cunningham & members of Keith Memorial Methodist Church, Athens, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…

Gracious Lord --- You have given us an amazing world, filled with mountains and streams, wind and rain, trees and flowers, yet all too often we treat Your gifts as nothing more than a resource to be exploited, rather than a revelation of You and your divine care for us. 

Help us to see that when we desecrate Your creation our sinfulness reverberates through time to future generations of Tennesseans who will be forced to live with the consequences of our wasteful ways. 
 
Forgive us, heal us, touch our hearts and give us the strength to mend the broken places in our world. 

Amen.

Day 2 of the 40 Days of Prayer
 
Today, Kevin Guenther and members of Christ Church, Nashville, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…
Prayer to our Creator to Thank Him for Creation
We thank you Father for the earth and the soil. For it is the origin of our earthly bodies made from clay and the beginning of vitality and growth. From it earthly life springs forth and to it earthly life will return. We pray for you to teach us wisdom and respect for the dirt, the soil, the rock. Let us tread lightly upon it and enrich it and till it with love.

We thank you Jesus for our fathers and mothers, brothers and sisters, neighbors and friends. You came to teach us that the pattern of creation is demonstrated through the web of people in our lives. You showed us the true meaning of community and sacrifice. You showed us change is possible and that nothing is beyond redemption. Let us care for our fellow man for you taught us that this demonstrates our love for you.

We thank you Holy Spirit for teaching us the power of cleansing water and the energy in wind. You came to comfort us. You whisper to us and remind us of who our Creator is. You bring life, hope and purification to the world. Moving from the deepest sea to the highest mountaintop on a never-ending journey, you shape our lives as the water and wind shape the earth. Help us to always remember the sacred value of water and wind.

Thank you God for placing us in such a unique role to care for your creation. Let us be thankful for the beauty of your creation, let us care and craft it with love, and let us consecrate it back to your purpose and glory.
Amen.
Day 3 of the 40 Days of Prayer

Today, Rev. John Shuck and members of First Presbyterian Church, Elizabethton, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…
 

Earth is Sacred.

The Holy is here.

The leaves under my feet

The rain on my face

The air that gives me breath

Is Holy

Is Sacred

I am in awe.

Amen.
Day 4 of the 40 Days of Prayer
Today, G. Dodd Galbreath (Executive Director of the Institute for Sustainable Practice at Lipscomb University) and other members of Lipscomb University, Nashville, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…
 
Father, we acknowledge that all creation, including the cosmos, has been made by you to make known your "invisible qualities - your eternal power and divine nature".

We who are Christians confess that we collectively and quietly pollute our planet. We create barriers to the beauty of Your world to those who don't know You. Our choices for easy energy solutions harm those who love nature and those who want to or could know and love You. Our choices blind others to Your path of eternal life, enduring peace and true prosperity.

Father, we needlessly destroy your majesty and personality formed in the mountaintops. Your abundant blessings of natural light flow over our world unreceived, unappreciated and far beyond all our needs.

Father, we seek your forgiveness and pray to receive Your divine wisdom.

Father, we pray that your Spirit will intervene on our behalf and grant us new leadership, new vision, and unsurpassed human cooperation for clean energy. We pray for faith to choose Your wisdom that calls out from ancient, untouched mountains. We pray that You shall receive the attention and that many shall be led to know and love You and that we all may enjoy new peace, great joy and true love for all time.

In the name of the Risen Savior through whom all prayers are realized and through whom all is forgiven, we pray, 

Amen.
 
Day 5 of the 40 Days of Prayer
Today, students, faculty and staff at Sewanee, University of the South, Sewanee, TN, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…

Almighty God---give us wisdom and reverence to use

The resources of nature, that no one may suffer from

Our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come

May continue to praise you for your bounty.

Strengthen us for service, dear Lord
We praise you and thank you for your Gift of creation. 
We will work together in becoming good stewards, trusting in your guidance.  
Amen, Amen.
Day 6 of the 40 Days of Prayer
 
Today, Steve Hixson and members of the Baptist Collegiate Ministry at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share this prayer for creation...…

God of all seasons, we come today as fall moves into winter.  Winter reminds us of the need for Sabbath.  You have taught us that Creation itself needs time for rest and recovery. The grays and slower pace of the present will soon enough give way to the greens and frenzy of spring. Give us eyes to see the lessons You teach even as our world lies dormant and quiet.  Let us be reminded that in our stewardship of Creation, we must allow it time for peace and rest.  Let us be reminded that in our stewardship of ourselves, we must also allow time for relaxation and quiet.  Help us to use this slower time when leaves are gone and the air is clear to see things that are not visible at other times – the big vistas – that ultimately point to You. 

Amen.

Day 7 of the 40 Days of Prayer
Today, members of the Thursday Night Prayer Group, Knoxville, Tennessee, invite us to share this  prayer for creation...…

Creator, God – we pray for hearts humble enough to seek guidance through your Word regarding right relationship with the earth, this place you created for us and declared “good” in your sight.  Open our eyes so we can recognize the myriad ways we need to change to become better stewards of your marvelous Creation.   
Amen.
