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70th Annual Assembly
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“...I really am learning that God doesn’t 
show partiality to one group of people 

over another.”
-Acts 10:34

Unpacking Power 
& Privilege

Thursday, October 19th
10 a.m. Delegate Registration
10:30 a.m. Delegate Session I
11:30 a.m. Lunch
12:30 p.m. Keynote Speaker
1:45 p.m. Workshops I
3 p.m. Break
4:30  p.m. Workshops II
5:45 p.m. Banquet
7 p.m. Worship

Friday, October 20th
8:45 a.m. Delegate Session II
9:45 a.m. Keynote Speaker
11:15 a.m. Group Activity
12:30 p.m. Closing Benediction

As a delegate of your communion to the Kentucky Council 
of Churches, 
your primary responsibilities will include: 
• Represent your denomination/judicatory at the annual 

meeting of the Assembly, voting on the action items 
presented in the business session.

• Interpret to your local church or groups within it, what 
KCC is and what this ecumenical ministry works to 
accomplish.

• Report to the appropriate group or body within your 
church on the work of the Council presented and final-
ized during the Annual Assembly.

• Consider service on one of the Commissions or Pro-
gram Units of the Council.

• Work to assure that your communion/denomination 
KCC in its budget for at least the “fair share” amount.

Examples of Privilege
Examples of white privilege that you may never have 
considered:
• When a Caucasian person cuts their finger and goes 
to the school or office’s first aid kit, the flesh-colored band-
aid generally matches their skin tone. 
• When a Caucasian person stays in a hotel, the 
complimentary shampoo generally works with the texture of 
their hair.
• When a Caucasian person runs to the store to buy 
pantyhose at the last minute, the ‘nude’ color generally ap-
pears nude on their legs.
• When a Caucasian person buys hair care products 
in a grocery store or drug store, the shampoos and condi-
tioners are in the aisle and section labeled ‘hair care’ and not 
in a separate section for ‘ethnic products.’

Examples of gender privilege you may never have 
considered:
• Common vocabulary favors the male gender as the 
default, with language like “mankind” and references to God 
as “He” and “the Father”.
• Clothes designed for men have pockets that can 
actually be used – clothes meant for women are often fo-
cused on being “slimming,” so purely decorative pockets are 
common.
• Men are praised for ordinary parental duties or for 
being a single father, while mothers are simply expected to 
do the same and even criticized for single motherhood.
• Men are less likely to be the target of street harass-
ment. Most women have experienced street harassment in 
their lives

Examples of middle to upper class privilege you may never 
have considered:
• Upper class citizens can walk around their neigh-
borhood at night without legitimate concern for their safety.
• Upper class citizen’s eyesight, smile, and general 
health aren’t inhibited by their income.
• As a kid, upper class citizens were able to partici-
pate in sports and other extracurricular activities (field trips, 
clubs, etc.) with school friends.
• Growing up, college was an expectation of upper 
class citizens (whether they chose to go or not), it was not a 
lofty dream.



Mr. Jack Jezreel is the 
founder of JustFaith 
Ministries, a non-profit 
organization that forms, 
informs, and transforms 
people of faith by offering 
programs and resources 
that sustain them in their 
compassionate commit-
ment to build a more just 
and peaceful world. He 
has more than 25 years 

of experience working in social ministry and has 
spent eight of those years developing the justice 
formation program, JustFaith Ministries. 

The Rev. Dr. Miguel De 
La Torre is a Professor of 
Social Ethics and Latinx 
Studies at the Iliff School 
of Theology in Denver, 
Colorado. He has served as 
the elected 2012 President 
of the Society of Christian 
Ethics and currently serves 
as the Executive Officer 
for the Society of Race, 

Ethnicity and Religion. Dr. De La Torre is a rec-
ognized international Fulbright scholar who has 
taught at the Cuernavaca Center for Intercultural 
Dialogue on Development (Mexico), Indonesian 
Consortium for Religious Studies (Yogyakarta), 
University of Johannesburg (South Africa), and 
Johannes Gutenberg University (Germany).

Keynote Speakers Workshops
Members of Kentucky Council of 
Churches’ Creation Care committee 
will discuss “Environmental Privilege.”

Dr. Charisse Gillette, president of 
Lexington Theological Seminary, 
will lead the workshop “Working to 
Remove Systemic Privilege.”

A workshop discussing our 2018 theme 
“A House Divided” will be led by repre-
sentatives from the Kentucky Rural-Ur-
ban Exchange. They will share some of 
the divides they witness in our society 
today and ways to work to bridge those 
divides.

Dr. Emily Askew, Assistant Professor 
of Systematic Theology at Lexington 
Theological Seminary, will discuss 
“Immigration Privilege.”

“The Effects of Economic Privilege on 
Health” will be led by Tom Walton, 
retired director of Population Health 
at KentuckyOne Health.

Worship Preacher
 The Rev. Traci Blackmon is the 
Acting Executive Minister of Justice 
& Witness Ministries of The United 
Church of Christ and Senior Pastor 
of Christ the King United Church 
of Christ in Florissant, MO.  She 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree 

in Nursing from Birmingham – Southern College 
(1985), and a Master of Divinity degree from Eden 
Theological Seminary (2009).

How To Register
This year’s registration fee is $100 for the two-day 
event. For one-day participation, the cost is $85 on 
Thursday, October 19th (includes lunch and banquet) 
and $55 for Friday, October 20th (no meals). The regis-
tration deadline is October 2nd, 2017.

You are encouraged to register online by going to the 
KCC website: www.kycouncilofchurches.org. Click 
on “Events”, then select “Annual Assembly”. This page 
contains all pertinent information about the assembly 
as well as a link to register and submit payment.

To register by mail, call the office and Ms. Karen Ows-
ley will send you a registration form via mail or email. 
The office phone number is (859) 269-7715.

Cancellation requests must be received by Oct. 2nd to 
receive a full refund.

Accommodations
This year, we have two options for accommodations. 

Hotel: Comfort Suites East, 1850 Resource Way, Louis-
ville, KY.
The room rate is $119 per night. Reservations can be 
made by calling (502) 266-6509. To receive the group 
rate, identify yourself as a KCC participant. For more 
information about this hotel, visit https://www.choice-
hotels.com/kentucky/louisville/comfort-suites-hotels/
ky418?source=gyxt. 

Cabin: Two cabins located at Cedar Ridge Camp in 
Louisville have been reserved. Each cabin has four 
bedrooms, a kitchen and a living room. Each bedroom 
contains two to three bunk beds. The cost is $100 per 
bedroom. For more information, visit http://www.
cedarridgecamp1.com/. You will need to call KCC to 
reserve these rooms. Reservations for these room must 
be made by September 18th, 2017. The office phone 
number is (859) 269-7715.


